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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, December 17, 1976 





Death of Peter Lisagor 
Statement by the President. December * :, 1976 


For more than three decades, Peter Lisagor covered the 
newsbeats of the world. His reporting spanned the globe 
from Vietnam to Suez and from the United Nations to 
the White House. 

His coverage and commentary gained for him the ad- 
miration of his colleagues and the respect of those he wrote 
about. He was a journalist in every sense of the term, fair 
and thorough. But most of all, Peter will be remembered 
by his many friends as a gentleman of warmth and wit. 
I am proud to be counted among Peter’s friends. 

Betty and I extend our deepest sympathy to his family. 
He will be missed. 


NOTE: Mr. Lisagor, 61, died in Fairfax, Va., on December 10, 1976. 


Donation of the President’s Papers 
to the Government 


The President’s Letter to the Archivist of the United 
States and to the President of the University of Mich- 
igan. Dated December 13, 1976. Released December 14, 
1976 


Dear Dr. Rhoads and President Fleming: 

This letter is addressed to you, Dr. Rhoads, as the Ar- 
chivist of the T'".ed States (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Archivist” ) acting under authority of Chapter 21 of 
title 44, United States Code, and the authority delegated 
to you under such statute by and from the Administrator 
of General Services. This letter is addressed also to you, 
President Fleming, in your capacity as the duly author- 
ized representative of the Regents of The University of 
Michigan, a constitutional corporation of the State of 
Michigan (hereinafter referred to as the “University”. 


The purposes of this letter are to offer for deposit the 
materials as described and provided in Annex A attached, 
to be kept in a Presidential archival depository, and to 
convey my rights, title and interest in such materials. This 
letter and accompanying Annexes A and B deal with ma- 
terials that may have historical, educational or commem- 
orative value because of my life and work: 

(i) as a candidate for election to, and as Member of, 
the Congress of the United States during the period 1948 
to 1973, 

(ii) as Vice President of the United States in 1973 and 
1974, 

(iii) as President of the United States from August 9, 
1974, until the expiration of my term on January 20, 
1977, 

(iv) as candidate for nomination and election to be- 
come President for a subsequent term, and 

(v) as participant in a variety of other public and 
political activities. 

This offer of deposit is made to the Archivist for ac- 
ceptance pursuant to the following pertinent provisions of 
Chapter 21 of title 44, United States Code: 

“When the Administrator of General Services 
considers it to be in the public interest he may ac- 
cept for deposit— 

(1) the papers and other historical materials of 
a President or former President of the United States, 
or other official or former official of the Government, 
and other papers relating to and contemporary with 
a President or former President of the United States, 
subject to restrictions agreeable to the Administrator 
as to their use; . . .” (44 U.S.C. § 2107) 

Concurrently with acceptance of this offer of deposit, 
I convey to the United States of America all my rights, 
title and interest in the materials accepted for deposit, in- 
cluding my literary property rights ir the unpublished 
portions of such materials, which deposit and conveyance 
are subject, however, to: 

(i) the exclusions and reservations in Annex A and to 
the terms and restrictions that are stated in Annex B, and 

(ii) the condition that in the event the United States 
does not abide by the aforesaid terms and restrictions, as 
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction, posses- 
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sion of the materials shall be transferred to, and all my 
rights, title and interest conveyed hereunder shall vest in, 
the University, subject to the same terms and restrictions. 

This conveyance to the United States is made for ac- 
ceptance pursuant to the following pertinent provisions of 
Chapter 21 of title 44, United States Code: 

“.. . The Administrator, in negotiating for the 
deposit of Presidential historical materials, shall take 
steps to secure to the Government, as far as possible, 
the right to have continuous and permanent posses- 
sion of the materials. Papers, documents, or other 
historical materials accepted and deposited under 
section 2107 of this title and this section are subject 
to restrictions as to their availability and use stated 
in writing by the donors or depositors, including the 
restriction that they shall be kept in a Presidential 
archival depository. The restrictions shall be re- 
spected for the period stated, or until revoked or 
terminated by the donors or depositors or by persons 
legally qualified to act on their behalf. Subject to 
the restrictions, the Administrator may dispose by 
sale, exchange, or otherwise, of papers, documents, 
or other materials which the Archivist determines to 
have no permanent value or historical interest or to 
be surplus to the needs of a Presidential archival 
depository.” 

“(d) When the Administrator considers it to be 
in the public interest, he may cooperate with and 
assist a university, institution of higher learning, insti- 
tute, foundation, or other organization or qualified 
individual to further or to conduct study or research 
in historical materials deposited in a Presidential 
archival depository.” (44 U.S.C. § 2108 (c) and (d) 
as amended by P.L. 94-575 on October 21, 1976). 

Also, this conveyance is made on terms that will allow 
for additional cooperation with and reliance on the Uni- 
versity or other appropriate organization by the Govern- 
ment as may be permitted by law. 

This conveyance does not affect the rights or obligations 
that I may have as President or former President or as 
former Vice President, or that a President in office may 
have, to assert and enforce any applicable privilege in 
respect of confidential Presidential or Vice Presidential 
portions of the material conveyed; or the rights I may 
have as a former member of Congress to assert and en- 
force any applicable privilege in respect of confidential 
Congressional portions of the materials conveyed. 

Following are reasons for this offer of deposit and the 
conveyance and for the terms and restrictions to which 
they are subject: 


(a) To enable the United States to maintain and oper- 
ate an archival facility to be constructed by the University 
for all the described materials that are of a documentary 
nature, upon which students, historians and other scholars 


may draw in order accurately to recount and judge the 
political history of our times and my participation in the 
events ox that history. , 

(b) To have such archival facility embrace the full 
scope of my materials relating to my entire political and 
public career in the three different Constitutional offices 
I have held. 

(c) To permit the establishment and operation of such 
archival facility in Ann Arbor, Michigan, in connection 
with a long-established, diversified and distinguished in- 
stitution of higher learning, where it will be readily avail- 
able to a large resident faculty and student body and to 
visiting scholars and researchers from throughout this 
nation and from other countries, and where the usefulness 
of the materials deposited will be enhanced by the avail- 
ability of many other scholarly resources within the Uni- 
versity and by the general stimulation and support for 
scholarly research and educational activities which the 
University provides. 

(d) To take advantage on a temporary basis of facili- 
ties on the campus of the University that will allow archi- 
val accession and other processing of the conveyed 
materials until completion of a new structure which the 
University is to provide as a permanent archival facility 
for these materials; and to build upon the extensive work 
of processing already done by the University at its own 
expense on virtually all of the documentary materials re- 
lated to my elections and career as a Member of Congress. 

(e) To enable the United States to maintain and oper- 
ate a museum in Grand Rapids, Michigan, as another 
facility of my Presidential archival depository, in a build- 
ing to be provided by an appropriate organization, for 
housing and exhibiting the many articles of commemora- 
tive and educational value among the conveyed materials, 
together with tangible gifts received by the United States 
during and because of my service as President, where they 
will be readily available for viewing by the people in the 
area of my home town whom I represented in thé Con- 
gress for 25 years and by interested visitors, researchers, 
educators and students from throughout the nation in 
the manner that similar materials of former Presidents 
Hoover, Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, and Johnson 
have become available within their respective home areas 
for that purpose. 

(f) To express my deep appreciation to the people of 
the State of Michigan and to the University for their 
many benefits to me and helpful influences upon my life, 
and to demonstrate my grateful cooperation with the Uni- 
versity, the citizens of my former Congressional district, 
especially the members and supporters of the present 
Gerald R. Ford Commemorative Committee, and other 
interested persons in their plans to raise the funds neces- 
sary for the construction of the archival facility and the 
museum which, when in operation with the materials 
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conveyed, will serve as national resources of historical, 
commemorative, and educational importance. 

Materials similar in nature to those conveyed hereby 
and suitable to the uses and purposes for which this 
conveyance is made, including those related to my life 
and work as former President after January 20, 1977, 
may hereafter be added to those conveyed hereunder b, 
me, or by any other person having title, right, or interest 
therein, by intentional delivery to the Archivist for that 
purpose or by an instrument of conveyance that makes 
reference to this letter. Such additional materials, if ac- 
cepted by the Archivist, shall be subject to the terms and 
restrictions of Annex B hereto except as otherwise speci- 
fied by the donor at the time they are conveyed. 

Upon acceptance of this letter, along with accompany- 
ing annexes, by your respective signatures on all three 
copies hereof (one of which copies is to be returned to me, 
and the others of which shall be kept by the two of you, 
respectively ) the offer and acceptance for deposit and the 
conveyance evidenced by this i ‘ter and accompanying 
annexes shall be effective for all purposes, and the terms 
thereof shall not be altered or amended except by agree- 
ment in writing among the Archivist, the University and 
me or, after my death, by agreement among the Archivist, 
the University and my duly appointed and acting execu- 
tor or executors. In no event, however, shall any amend- 
ments to this letter and accompanying annexes revert 
or restore to me or to my estate any rights of ownership 
in the conveyed materials. 

Sincerely, 
GeraLp R. Forp 
Note: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able James B. Rhoads, Archivist of the United States, and to 
Robben W. Fleming, president of the University of Michigan. The 


attached annexes follow: 
ANNEX A 


DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS CONVEYED 


I. General description. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs IT 
and III below, all my documents, papers, correspondence, notes, 
records, pamphlets, brochures, magazines, newspapers, clippings, 
books, pictures, prints, photographs, negatives, illustrations, maps, 
films, vocal or visual recordings, works of art, mementos, souvenirs 
and the like, including those already placed with the University, 
that relate to my candidacy for, and election or appointment to, the 
public offices and positions I have held or still hold, that relate to 
my life and work in such public offices and pdsitions and to my 
other political and public activities, and that have been prepared, 
produced, obtained or received in connection with any of the fore- 


ng. 

Il. Excluded materials. The following items are not included: 

(1) Household furniture, furnishings, decorations, goods and 
equipment of mine used or intended to be used to furnish, decorate 
or equip any home or living quarters of mine or of my immediate 


Y 5, 

(2) My personal effects and equipment such As wearing apparel, 
jewelry, pipes and pipe accessories, and skiing, golf, and tennis 
equipment; 

(3) Correspondence, notes, memoranda, or objects that came to 
ine from my wife or any of my children, from my parents or from 
my brothers, their wives or their children ; 


(4) My personal and family records, correspondence, and other 
materials related to banking, savings, insurance, tax, employment, 
compensation, business, professional, income, investment, purchase, 
sales, payment, property, financial and legal matters; and materials 
concerning my opportunities and plans for the period after I have 
left office or related to my future service to my political party; 

(5) Books and retained copies of periodicals in my personal resi- 
dence library or collection ; 

(6) Documentary materials that I refrain from delivering to the 
Archivist which are merely duplicates or facsimiles of papers or 
records otherwise included in these conveyances and which I may 
need for ongoing reference purposes; 


and, whether or not they fall in any of the above categories, all of 
the foliowing are excluded from these conveyances: 

(7) My busts of Abraham Lincoln and of Thomas Jefferson as 
Ambassador to France; framed plates showing Abraham Lincoln, 
eagles and eaglets; sculp* » of an eagle alighting; “Constitution” 
frigate ; mounted sailfish ; a..d my golden plate award; 

(8) My Weidenaar watercolor; my painting of the Friendship 
Fire Engine Company of Alexandria; and my set of seven wood 
paintings ; 

(9) Utilitarian objects consisting of my desk equipment; a metal 
cash box; barometers; clocks; and metal serving tray with the seal 
of Michigan ; 

(10) The items in my personal numismatic and philatelic collec- 
tions, in my respective collections of miniature elephant statuary, 
of space flight pictures, and of cartoons; 

(11) My collections of photographs made or received over the 
years that are now in my albums, in my private files or mounted in 
frames for my use; 

(12) Originals of special letters, notes and photographs of a 
personal nature, as I have compiled since 1950, in a series of albums 
separate from my regular or official files ; 

(13) Framed original copies of my documented oath as President 
and my documented oath as Vice President and of President John- 
son’s letter to me as member of the Warren Commission; and 

(14) Selected gifts to me or my family, which are not among 
foreign or domestic gifts treated or required to be treated as belong- 
ing to the United States, and other articles of mine, which I omit 
from delivery to the Archivist. 

III. Exclusion and reservation of literary property rights. All 
literary property rights in any works commercially published prior 
to this time that I have witten or to which I have contributed, in- 
cluding, but not limited to, any statutory copyright or contractual 
rights therein, are excluded from this conveyance. 

Also, I reserve for myself, my heirs, successors or assigns all my 
literary property rights in any other works I may hereafter write 
for public.ition or to which I may hereafter contribute for publica- 
tion, based in whole or in part on the conveyed materials, including, 
but not limited to, any statutory copyright or contractual rights in 
such works and including the right to license any publisher of such 
works; and I further reserve the nonexclusive right to make any 
literary use of the conveyed materials. 


Annex B 


TERMS OF DEPOSIT AND CONVEYANCE 


The following terms and restrictions apply to the deposit of mate- 
rials and the conveyance of possessory and property rights therein 
that are evidenced by the accompanying letter from Gerald R. Ford 
to James B. Rhoads as the Archivist of the United States (herein- 
after referred to as the “Archivist”) and to Robben W. Fleming for 
the Regents of The University of Michigan (hereinafter referred to 
as the “University”) and by Annex A to such letter; and this Annex 
B sets forth the uses and purposes for which the deposit and con- 
veyance are made. 

1. Division of materials into collections for archival facility and 
for museum. In order to provide for different uses and eventual 
separate placements of those materials having primary interest to 
historians and researchers and, secondly, of those materials that are 
of a more general interest, the materials conveyed shall be appro- 
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priately divided into an archival collection and a museum collection. 
Allocated to the archival collection shall be all papers, records, 
photographs, ilustrations, films, vocal or visual recordings and the 
like. Allocated to the museum collection shall be all other items and 
objects of an historical, artistic. educational or commemorative 
value. However, if the materials include more than one copy of a 
documentary or illustrative item, which would otherwise be alloca- 
ble to the archival collection but which would also be of interest or 
value for the museum collection, one of the copies may be allocated 
to the museum collection. In addition, temporary reallocations may 
be made from one collection to the other as circumstances warrant 
from time to time. 

2. Separate placement of the two collections. The archival col- 
lection is to be located at Ann Arbor, Michigan, in a Presidential 
archival facility on a campus of the University, space for which is 
to be provided there temporarily in an existing facility and as soon 
as practicable on a permanent basis in a suitable new building to 
be constructed and owned by the University and designated as the 
Gerald Ford Library. The museum collection is to be located as soon 
as practicable on a permanent basis within Grand Rapids, Mich- 
igan, or its environs after a suitable building for that purpose has 
been provided by an appropriate organization (such as the Gerald 
R. Ford Commemorative Committee or other local civic group, a 
municipality or State agency, the University or another institution 
of higher learning) which shall be designated as the Gerald Ford 
Museum. Until such time as the arrangements set forth above can 
be implemented, materials for either or both collections may be kept 
in whole or in part, under appropriate safeguards, at such other 
locations as the Archivist may from time to time determine, in con- 
currence with the University, including, if I so request, placement 
of specific portions of the collections at a designated office that 
is provided for my use by the United States Government. The use 
by the United States for the foregoing purposes of land, buildings 
or equipment owned by the University or other appropriate organi- 
zation shall be on available terms that the Archivist considers 
proper; and the respective facilities to be used on a permanent basis 
for housing and preserving my collections shall together constitute 
the Presidential archival depository for the historical materials of 
my Presidency and of the other offices I have held. 

3. Integrity of the respective collections. his conveyance has 
been made comprehensive to include and, except as provided in 
paragraphs | and 2, to keep together on a permanent basis all mate- 
rials that relate in any way to each of the different offices I have 
held and each of my political and other public activities over the 
entire period since 1948. In the protection, care and administra- 
tion of the materials, as and after they are accessioned, this in- 
tegrity shall at all times be maintained; provided, however, that no 
provision of this conveyance shall be construed to preclude: 

(a) Additions to the collections of related materials from any 
source, on a temporary or permanent basis. 

(b) Temporary loans to other institutions or exhibits of items or 
objects from the collections under appropriate safeguards and for 
purposes consistent with the historical, commemorative, and educa- 
tional value of the collections and the public interest therein. 

(c) Temporary loans to me or to any member of my immediate 
family of objects from the museum collection or of extra copies from 
the archival collection. 

(d) Return to me or, as the case may be, to any other gightful 
owner of items received by the Archivist which were not by the 
terms of the applicable conveyance intended to be conveyed or 
which could not under valid existing and applicable law have been 
conveyed for the uses and purposes stated. 

(e) Disposal in any manner of materials that do not appear to 
have sufficient administrative, legal, research or historical value to 
warrant their further pre: _.vation as part of the collections, pro- 
vided the University shall have the right of first refusal to any of 
the archival materials the Archivist proposes for disposal. 

4. Administration of the collections and operation of the library 
and museum. The respective collections and facilities in which they 
are located shall be administered and operated in a manner con- 
sistent with the terms and restrictions stated in this Annex and with 
the uses and purposes for which the deposit and conveyance have 
been made, including the following particular provisions: 


(a) Each collection and permanent facility shall be under the 
direction and supervision of a qualified director, or a single such 
director may serve for both collections and permanent facilities, 
Such directors are hereinafter referred to respectively as the director 
of the library and the museum. Each director shall be appointed by 
the Archivist, and the appointment for the archival collection and 
facility shall be made only after prior consultation with the Univer- 
sity and, insofar as the law permits, with its approval, so that, if at 
all possible, the director to be appointed may have or be given 
faculty status by the University. Each director shall be entitled to 
act for and in behalf of the Archivist to the extent of the authority 
delegatd to him, subject to any restrictions or qualifications imposed 
by the Archivist. 

(b) For the archival collection, the University shall appoint a 
council of not less than five members who shall initially hold office 
for such staggered terms as the University shall designate at the 
time of appointment and whose successors shall be appointed by 
the University for terms equal to the longest of the initial terms or 
equal to the unexpired portion of a term for which a vacancy may 
have occurred. For so long as possible, members shall be appointed 
primarily from among persons who have been identified or asso- 
ciated with my public life. For the museum collection, whenever 
funds for a suitable building have been provided, the local civic 
group or other organization by which or under whose auspices the 
funds have been provided or raised (hereinafter referred to as the 
“sponsoring organization”) shal! appoint a similar council of not 
less than five members on the same basis and shall similarly appoint 
or make provisions for appointments of successor members. The 
council for the archival depository shall advise and make recom- 
mendations to the University, which shall seek and receive the same, 
for the benefit of the administration of the archival collection and 
facility; and the council for the museum collection shall advise and 
make recommendations to the sponsoring organization, which shall 
seek and receive the same, for the benefit of the administration of 
the museum collection and facility. The Archivist and each director 
shall seek and receive advice and recommendations from the Univer- 
sity or the sponsoring organization on matters of general policy in 
the administration of the archival collection and facility and the 
museum collection and facility, respectively, on any arrangements 
made pursuant to subparagraph (c) below, and on significant ques- 
tions of interpretation and application of the terms and restr‘ctions 
of this conveyance. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this annex, to the 
extent provisions of Federal law may allow for administration and 
operation by the University or other appropriate organization of 
the collections and of the respective facilities in which they are 
located, under contract, subsidy or other arrangement with or 
from the Federal Government, then on terms the Archivist con- 
siders proper, the University or other appropriate organization may 
succeed to the authority and responsibility otherwise to be exercised 
by the Archivist. 

5. Access to materials in the archival collection. 


(a) Processing of materials. For purposes of this Annex B and 
related documents, the term “processed materials” refers to those 
materials belonging to a coherent segment that in its entirety has 
been physically readied for research use, has been described in the 
form of finding aids, and has been reviewed for the purpose of 
identifying materials subject to any of the restrictions specified in 
subparagraph (c) below. Materials shall be processed as soon as 
possible. Also, in order to comply in any particular instance with 
subparagraphs (d), (e) or (f), those particular materials to which 
ace:ss is required, if not already processed materials, shall be 
processed promptly to whatever minimum extent will serve that 
purpose only and will assure compliance with the other terms and 
restrictions of this Annex. 

(b) General standards for access te processed materials. Para- 
graphs | through 6 of the “Standards for Access to Research Mate- 
rials in Archival and Manuscript Repositories” adopted by the So- 
ciety of American Archivists on December 29, 1973, (copy of which 
is attached) shall be applicable to all processed materials insofar 
as practicable, subject, however, to application of restrictions upon 
access, as contemplated by paragraph 7 of such standards, that are 
stated below. 
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(c) Restricted materials. Except for access by qualified persons 
employed and engaged in the performance of normal archival 
work on the materials and except as otherwise provided in subpara- 
graphs (d), (e) and (f), no materials coming within any of the 
following categories shall be made available for inspection; reading, 
copying, or other use, whether or not processed: 

(i) Material relating to my personal, family, and confiden- 
tial business affairs or to those of other persons in their com- 
munications to me (although it is not my present inteniion to 
include material of this nature in the archival collection). 

(ii) Material relating to investigations of individuals and 
organizations, to proposed appointments to office, or to per- 
sonnel matters. 

(iii) Material involving communications made in confidence 
to me or between my advisors for the purpose of assisting or 
advising me in my duties and responsibilities as a Member of 
Congress or as Vice President or President. 

(iv) Material containing information or statements that 
might be used to harass or injure any living person or to inter- 
fere with a person’s right of privacy or right of association. 

{v) Material containing information or statements where dis- 
closure is prohibited by statute. 

(vi) Material containing statements or information, the di- 
vulgence of which might prejudice the conduct of foreign re- 
lations of the United States of America or which would 
adversely affect the security of the United States of America. 

(vii) Materials that are security-classified pursuant to law 
or Executive Order. ° 

Except as required by law or Executive Order, and subject 
to the other provisions hereof, material originally falling within 
any of the foregoing categories shall not continue to be re- 
stricted beyond January 20, 1990, unless and to the extent the 
director of the library determines otherwise, and then only for 
such additional period or periods for particular materials in 
any category as may be reasonable under the then existing cir- 
cumstances. Except with regard io materials restricted under 
categories (v), (vi), or (vii), above, particular materials orig- 
inally restricted may be sooner made available when in the 
judgment of the director of the library the reasons for having 
restricted such materials no longer exist. Materials originally 
restricted under categories (v), (vi), or (vii) may be made 
available at any time only when in the judgment of an appro- 
priate Federal official or committee the reasons for having 
restricted them no longer exist. 

(d) My access and that of former appointees or staff members. 
I or any designated agent of mine, during my lifetime, shall have the 
full right of access to all materials, including restricted materials, 
for purposes of inspection, reading and copying. Also, the same 
right of access shall be afforded, with my written permission and 
on such terms as I may set (or in the event of my disability or 
after my death, by permission of the director on such terms as 
he may set) to any former Presidential appointee who served in my 
Administration or former member of my Congressional, Vice Presi- 
dential or Presidential staffs in respect of materials authored or pre- 
pared by such person or by any of his assistants and not otherwise 
available to such person. In addition, I or any member of my imme- 
diate family shall be entitled to receive temporary loans of existing 
duplicates in the collection of materials that are not restricted, 
upon consent of the director and on such terms and under such 
safeguards as he may determine. 

(e) Access for current official business of the White House Of- 
fice of the President. The director of the library shall make available 
for reading or copying otherwise restricted materials relating to my 
official duties as President, while I held office, upon written request 
in each instance from the Counsel to the President, with a copy to 
me or my designated agent, describing with specificity the materials 
Tequired, stating that the information they contain is needed for 
current official business of the White House Office of the President, 
and is not otherwise available, and undertaking to protect the re- 
strictions set forth herein and to deliver to the director all copies 
received or made of restricted materials. 
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Access for reading of any such materials or receiving or reading 
any copies thereof as provided under the terms of this subpara- 
graph, shall be limited to the President himself, the Counsel to 
the President, and such other responsible and qualified staff member 
of the White House Office of the President as shall have been named 
and authorized in the written request to read the materials or to 
receive a copy thereof and who makes in writing the same under- 
taking that the Counsel to the President has made. 


(f) Access for compliance with subpoena or other lawful process. 
Subject to any rights, defenses, or privileges which the Federal 
Government or any other organization or person may invoke, the 
materials, whether or not processed, shall be subject to subpoena 
or other lawful process. The director of the library shall develop 
procedures for providing notice to the Federal Government, to me, 
and, within practical limits, to any other organization or person who 
may invoke such rights, defenses, or privileges in particular instances 
covered by this subparagraph. 


(g) Security-classified information. All access to the materials 
is subject to the requirement that information which is security- 
classified or protected from divulgence pursuant to law or Executive 
Order shall be made available and shall be used only in accordance 
with procedures established by law or Executive Order governing 
the availability and use of such information. 


6. Access to materials in the museum collection. Materials in the 
museum shall be temporarily or permanently displayed or exhibited 
for public viewing on a selective basis as the museum director may 
from time to time determine. I, or any member of my immediate 
family, shall have full right of access to any of the materials in the 
museum for the purpose of inspecting, photographing, or duplicating 
them. 


Temporary loans to me or to any member of my family of specific 
materials may be requested, and they shall be granted upon consent 
of the director and on such terms and under such safeguards as he 
may determine. 


Other uses of, and access by researchers, educators, and students 
to, museum materials shall be in accordance with such generally 
applicable rules or policies as the museum director shall from time 
to time promulgate. 


7. Availability and use of materials for remainder of my Presi- 
dential term. Notwithstanding any other provisions hereof, such of 
the conveyed materials as are now available to me or staff members 
of the White House Office or Executive Office of the President within 
the White House and related facilities shall continue to be so avail- 
able to me and to such staff members and their permittees for use 
in the conduct of Government business during the remainder of my 
Presidential term. 


8. Interim provisions. Pending a further appointment, the director 
of both the library and museum and the depositories in which the 
conveyed materials are temporarily placed shall be the Archivist. 
He shall have the full authority granted the library and museum 
director or directors under the terms of this conveyance and the right 
or power to delegate all or any portion of such authority from time 
to time as he determines. Pending implementation of provisions 
herein for appointment of a library council or of a museum council, 
requirements hereunder for seeking and receiving advice and recom- 
mendations from the applicable council may be complied with by 
consulting with me or with any other person whom I shall have 
designated to serve for me in such consultative capacity. 





December 13, 1976 
To the Honorable Gerald R. Ford: 

Pursuant to my authority under Chapter 21 of Title 44, United 
States Code, as delegated to me by the Administrator of General 
Services, I accept on behalf of the United States of America the 
deposit of your papers and other historical materials and the con- 
veyance of your rights, title, and interest therein as stated in your 
letter of December 13, 1976, to be administered in accordance with 
restrictions as to their use specified in your letter and its accompany- 
ing annexes; and I am prepared to maintain and operate the archives 
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and museum in facilities that may later be offered to the United 
States subject to the consummation of all legal requirements of the 
above-cited statute. 
James B. Ruoaps 
Archivist of the United States 





December 14, 1976 
To the Honorable Gerald R. Ford: 

On behalf of the Regents of The University of Michigan and 
subject to ratification by the Regents of The University of Michigan, 
I accept the executory interest and other benefits inuring to the 
University as stated in your letter of December 13, 1976, for the 
uses and purposes and subject to the terms and restrictions as stated, 
with the understanding that the University will use its best efforts 
to raise the necessary funds for, and to accomplish the design and 
construction of, the contemplated archival facility. 


R. W. FLeminc 
NOTE: The text of the President’s letter and the accompanying docu- 
ments were made available by the White House Press Office. They 
were not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


Donation of the President’s Papers 
to the Government 


News Conference of James B. Rhoads, Archivist of the 
United States, and Philip W. Buchen, Counsel to the 
President. December 14, 1976 


Mr. Nessen. Good afternoon. As the announcement 
indicated, the President today deeded to the United States 
Government his papers and other historic materials going 
back to the beginning of his career in public life in 1948. 
The President signed the letter last night rather late and 
it was signed earlier today at the University of Michigan 
by the president, President Fleming. It has also been 
signed by the Archivist of the United States. 

So you have the fundamental documents needed to 
explain this. One is the full text of the deed and the second 
is a fact sheet giving you the highlights of it and, third, is 
a statement telling in, I think, an easy to understand 
form from the GSA exactly what this represents. 

On the theory that you probably have a question or two, 
I have asked the Archivist of the United States, James B. 
Rhoads, to joi us here today and also the Counsel to 
the President, Philip Buchen. I believe Mr. Rhoads would 
like to say a few words initially and maybe Phil would, 
and after that they will be available to answer your 
questions. 

Mr. Ruoaps. Thank you. 

Just to recapitulate very briefly, as Mr. Nessen told 
you, the President has donated to the Federal Govern- 
ment the papers and other historical material and docu- 
ments during his career as Congressman, Vice President, 
and President. 


The archival materials will be housed in the facility 
on the campus of the University of Michigan in Ann 





Arbor, to be built by the university, and the museum 
materials in a suitable building in or near Gand Rapids, 
This is the first time that a President has made an out- 
right gift of his papers while still in office and thus assures 
an unbroken chain of Federal custody for them. 

The terms of the donation also called for a prompt 
start on archival processing and the availability of almost 
all of the papers after no longer than 13 years. These pro- 
visions, plus the university location, ensures speedy and 
broad accessibility for scholarship and protection of the 
public interest in preserving the papers of the President. 

Q. Will Mr. Rhoads or Mr. Buchen, whoever can 
best answer the question, tell us, under the recordings 
act that was passed by Congress, would the papers of the 
President have been in Federal custody anyway? I mean 
did he have an option here is what I am trying to find 
out, as to whether or not to donate them? 

Mr. BucHeN. Under the existing Presidential Librar- 
ies Act, of course, is based on the assumption that the 
President does have an option. And, of course, these 
papers he is contributing also include many more papers 
than those that were acquired or developed during his 
Presidential administration, and they include his congres- 
sional papers and papers involved in his political activities 
and other activities that he has been engaged in. 

Q. What about the Presidential Recordings and Mate- 
rials Preservation Act which former President Nixon is 
challenging? Would that have required that his Presi- 
dential papers be turned over to the Government some 
way? 

Mr. Bucuen. No, that act applies only to the Nixon 
papers. 

Q. Within the materials that will be turned over, do 
you foresee any kind of problem whereby Vice President 
Ford’s papers might be mixed up with the Nixon papers 
which might be contested? 

Mr. BucueN. Not at all, because the Nixon papers 
were completely segregated from all other records in the 
White House and have been kept under tight security 
pursuant to court order. So there is no problem there. 

Q. Is there any tax exemption, or tax purpose on this 
at all? 


Mr. Bucuen. None whatsoever. 

Q. So he can’t take anything from this? 
Mr. Bucuen. That is right. 

Q. I see. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about cost? 


Mr. Ruoaps. Our best estimate is that once the two 
facilities are completed and we open them and start run- 
ning a full-fledged Presidential library and museum pro- 
gram, the cost may be approximately $900,000 a year. 
It would be less than that until we reach that point. 


Q. That is for both facilities? 


Volume 12——Number 51 


S 








~ 








PRESID "NTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1715 


Mr. Ruoaps. Yes. That is an estimate, obviously. 

Q. Where were his options in his giving all the papers? 

Mr. Ruoaps. Assuming that they are his to give, pre- 
sumably he could have given them to some other existing 
institution. He could have provided for their deposit in 
the National Archives. He could have locked them up 
and put them in storage somewhere, I suppose. 

Q. Even though the materials will be on the Ann 
Arbor campus, will the American taxpayer have to pay 
for maintenance, personnel, et cetera? 

Mr. Ruoaps. For the maintenance and personnel, not 
for the building. 

Q. What will that be? 

Mr. Ruoaps. That is the figure I gave a couple of min- 
utes ago—approximately $900,000 a year, as best we can 
estimate it now. 

Q. How about inflation? 

Mr. Ruoaps. You know what inflation does. I am 
talking about today’s dollars. 

Q. I would like to get the figures straight in my own 
mind. The University of Michigan builds the library for 
the papers. 

Mr. Ruoaps. That is right. 

Q. The Federal Government builds the museum for the 
other items. 

Mr. Ruoaps. No. 

Q. Who builds the museum? 

Mr. Ruoaps. That is not entirely clear at this point, 
but certainly local civic groups in Grand Rapids are inter- 
ested in being involved in that, including the Gerald R. 
Ford Commemorative Committee. That building also will 
not be built with Federal money. 

Q. But the Federal Government provides funds for the 
operations of both facili*ies. 

Mr. Ruoaps. That is correct. 

Q. Do you have a figure, any preliminary figure on 
the cost of the museum and the library? 

Mr. Ruoaps. A breakdown between the two? I don’t 
at the moment. But based on past experience, I would 
guess that the cost of operating the library is probably 

Q. No, the cost of construction of the two facilities. 

Mr. Ruoaps. The cost of construction. No, sir, I don’t 
have anything. 

Q. Have any preliminary sites been picked for either 
structure? 

Mr. Ruoaps. For the library I understand there has 
been a preliminary site on the carapus of Ann Arbor. 

Mr. BucHen. The campus at Ann Arbor has room 
right next to what is now the Michigan historical collec- 
tions, and the university, knowing that it might get the 
papers, sort of set that aside since President Ford came 
into office. 


In Grand Rapids there are several possibilities being 
discussed, including some existing structures that might 
be converted to a suitable museum, but no definite plans. 





Mr. NesseEn. You might want to point out on page 
four the list of other Presidential libraries and the fact 
that the Archives administers all of those. I believe the 
question was what are the taxpayers getting stuck with 
on the Ford Library. You might point out that the tax- 
payers are stuck with these other libraries. 

Mr. Ruoaps. Yes. The total budget for the six exist- 
ing libraries is around $314 million for the National Ar- 
chives professional part of the program. That doesn’t - 
include maintenance and guarding of the buildings. So 
we are probably talking about something approaching 
$6 million for the existing six libraries. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, I was wondering, if the President had 
determined simply to deed these to the Archives them- 
selves, then what would be the cost of maintenance, in 
your estimation? 

Mr. Ruoaps. I am not sure we still have room in the 
National 4 ~chives building for them, so we would have 
to have acquired some other kind of space and some addi- 
tional space in the Washington area. I don’t know what 
that would be. 

Q. Could you have been able to do this for less than 
$900,000 a year? 

Mr. Ruoaps. I doubt if we could have done it for less 
than $900,000 a year, assuming we were still operating 
a museum of Ford materials in this area. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, you were quoted in the press releases 
as saying that the President’s action “assures unbroken 
Federal custody of his materials at a time when difficult 
questions have arisen over the disposition of the Presi- 
dential papers.” 

Could you list those difficult questions? 

Mr. Ruoaps. I was thinking mainlv of the questions 
that have arisen in the wake of the Nixon papers—the 
fact that a great deal of public attention is now focused 
on what is or ought to be the status of Presidential papers. 
As you may be aware, the same act which provided for the 
Government’s taking of Mr. Nixon’s papers also provided 
for the establishment of a national study commission, 
known popularly as the Public Documents Commission, 
which is investigating these matters, studying them, and 
is under mandate by the end of March of next year to 
make recommendations to the President and to the Con- 
gress with regard to what the Commission feels ought to 
be the future status of the papers of Presidents and other 
Federal officials. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, would you, as Archivist, discuss the 
historical value of these papers? 

Mr. Ruoaps. I would be very happy to. I think it is 
probably safe to say that there are no bodies of papers 
in modern America that have more value, more resear*h 
potential, that are a greater documentary treasure to this 
country than Presidential papers. Thev will certainly be 
used by scholars in the future for a great variety of pur- 


poses. 
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You go back to some of our Presidential libraries that 
have been in existence for a number of years. Take the 
Roosevelt Library, for example. There are a huge number 
of books, not only about President Roosevelt, but about 
important issues of his era that are based entirely or in 
large part on research in the Roosevelt Library. The 
same pattern has developed with every subsequent Pres- 
idential library. And I have no doubt that it will for the 
Ford Library. 

Q. Can you give us some kind of a measurement or 
description in terms of weight or carloads or something? 
How many papers are there? What is it like? 

Mr. Ruoaps. On the first page of the fact sheet you 
have in the middle of the page an estimate of 11,355 cu- 
bic feet, which is the way archivists tend to measure papers 
in the gross. I grant you that is a little bit difficult to en- 
vision, but maybe not as difficult as saying 25 or 30 mil- 
lion pieces of paper, which is about what it amounts to. 

Q. What would that amount of cubic feet fill up? 

Q. A lot of space. 

Mr. Ruoaps. A lot of space. 

Mr. Nessen. One library full. 

Mr. Ruoaps. One library full. That is a good answer. 
No, it is a very substantial amount of material. 

Maybe this helps you a little bit: I think that it is not 
far off the mark to say that materials President Ford has 
donated to the Government would comprise somewhere 
between the equivalent of a third and a half of the hold- 
ings of the manuscript division of the Library of Congress. 
Some of you people are familiar with the manuscript 
division. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, could you review the question of who 
owns the President’s papers, in light of the most recent 
legislation and the current status of the court challenges? 
What is the status now? Who does own the President’s 
papers? Does Gerald Ford own all these papers generated 
during his Presidency? 

Mr. Ruoaps. Let me review it as you suggested. 
Every President of the United States, down through Lyn- 
don Baines Johnson, beginning with George Washing- 
ton, has removed his papers, the papers of his Presidency, 
from the White House at the time of his departure and 
has considered them to be his personal property. That 
has never been challenged until very recently, as you know, 
I think. 

With the departure of President Nixon from office, of 
course, his intention to remove his papers was called into 
question and there were court orders, I believe, enjoining 
him from doing that. Then the Presidential Recordings 
and Materials Act was enacted in December of 1974 which 
gave the Government custody, but not necessarily own- 
ership, of them. The ownership question was left unre- 
solved in the law. There was a provision in there that if 
it should be determined some time in the future that these 


were in fact his private property, that he was due compen- 
sation for them. President Nixon has challenged the con- 
stitutionality of the 1974 act. His challenge is now pend- 
ing before the Supreme Court. 

I am not a lawyer. It would be my guess though that 
the courts would rule on the narrowest possible grounds 
and that probably the question of proper ownership of 
Presidential papers would not be decided by the Court. 

In the meantime, as I indicated earlier, the Public 
Documents Commission is hard at work on this issue and 
will be coming up with some recommendations to the 
Congress as to whether a change in the historic practices 
and assumptions are warranted. 

Q. Is it your view, sir, and Mr. Buchen’s, that Presi- 
dent Ford could, if he chose, have taken these papers, the 
Presidential papers, with him and kept them and treated 
them as if they were his own? Does he have that right to 
do it presently, as you gentlemen understand the law? 

Mr. BucHen. I would say that the answer is yes, be- 
cause there has been no court decision to the contrary. 
There was a tentative ruling—I say tentative—by Judge 
Richey early on in the Nixon controversy. If you will re- 
call, the Court of Appeals issued an order in effect negat- 
ing that opinion and indicating that the Judge should not 
have issued it. So that there is an opinion on record by 
one judge, but it has no legal force and effect as at the 
moment. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, you spoke of, I think, four libraries. 

Mr. Ruoaps. Six existing ones. 

Q. Six. As I understand it, and correct me if I am 
wrong, the Kennedy Library has never been built and 
there is no Nixon Library. 

Mr. Ruoaps. No. The six Presidential libraries, as 
listed on the last page of the fact sheet 

Q. Okay. Yes. 

Mr. Ruoaps. 

Q. I got you. 

Mr. Ruoaps. It is true that the Kennedy Library has 
not yet been built although finally that is going to be start- 
ing within a few months. The Kennedy Library, as an 
operational institution, has been in existence for several 
years. A great many researchers are using its holdings. It 
is in temporary quarters at our Federal Archives and 
Records Center at Waltham, Massachusetts. So it is a 
going organization, but no museum as yet. 

Q. With the exception of the Waltham depository, are 
there any other Presidential libraries which are owned by 
the Government, or are all the institutions? 

Mr. Ruoaps. All of the Presidential libraries are owned 
by the Government, with the exception of the Johnson 
Library, which is owned by the University of Texas, and 
we have in effect a perpetual occupancy permit for that. 
The Presidential Libraries Act clearly envisages this as 
one of the options. 


are Hoover through Johnson. 
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Q. Mr. Buchen, do you happen to know, does the Presi- 
dent like his action today to set a precedent? Does he hope 
that to be the case? Does he mention this? 

Mr. Bucuen. As you may know, I have been sitting in 
on the meetings of the Public Documents Commission as 
one of the members. I feel quite certain that the mem- 
bers of that commission will be generally pleased with the 
terms of this agreement. So I don’t perceive any sharp crit- 
icism or that the report of the Documents Commission 
would be likely to propose a method of dealing with Pres- 
idential papers different from the one President Ford 
has used. 

Q. Bui from the President’s point of view, is he hoping 
to set a precedent by his action? 

Mr. Bucuen. I don’t think that. It just isn’t like Presi- 
dent Ford. I think he thought this was his business. And 
President-elect Carter, when he comes to the same stage 
in his career, I think the President would say, “Let Presi- 
dent Carter make up his own mind.” I don’t think this 
President is in any sense trying to set the stage for binding 
his successors. 

Q. Since you are from Grand Rapids, sir, is there any 
question at all that the people in Grand Rapids are going 
to be able to do this? I mean, is there a possibility that 
they wouldn’t be able to raise the funds or something to 
do this? 

Mr. BucHen. Of course they are talking to the people 
at the University of Michigan that there is a good chance 
that there would be a joint fundraising effort on a na- 
tional scale. People in Grand Rapids have been pretty 
good at public service projects. Of course this is a little 
different from anything they have undertaken because 
this is a national resource and it should appeal to donors 
from all over the country who have an interest in Presi- 
dent Ford, apart from any affiliation with the community. 

Q. Mr. Rhoads, in your own mind, what do you think 
scholars will find especially interesting in the Gerald Ford 
papers? 

Mr. Ruoaps. I think the papers cover a very long and 
rich and diversified career of public service of President 
Ford. During his congressional years and as Vice Presi- 
dent and as President he has been involved with a great 
many different matters of very considerable national and 
international importance. 


I have not had the privilege of leafing through his 
papers so I really can’t give you any specific examples of 
little gems or nuggets that researchers are going to find. 
But, given the richness and diversity of his career, I am 
sure his papers will reflect that. 


Q. Mr. Buchen, I wonder if I could ask you when the 
President made the decision that this is what he wanted 
done with his papers and other articles of historical value, 
and in the decisionmaking process were other locations 
considered? 


Mr. Bucuen. To begin with, for many years he had, 
in effect, promised the University of Michigan that the 
university would get his congressional papers. Now, that 
was before he would become Vice President and then 
President. But he had already shipped to Ann Arbor vir- 
tually all his congressional papers and the university has 
already processed nearly all of those. 

So he felt that, in view of the fact that he had started 
to put his collection there, and one of the principles that 
I think every historian and archivist likes is that papers 
of a President, which relate also to his prior public - ireer, 
should all be in one place. So it was only natural that he 
should think first of the University of Michigan. 

On the other hand, I know that other institutions have 
made an inquiry to him. In fact, Grand Rapids, itself, 
would also have liked to have had the papers. But again, 
I think Dr. Rhoads can confirm that the usage of a Presi- 
dential library seems to go up the closer it is to a larger 
institution of higher learning. The fact that there are schol- 
ars and residents and students there, make the usage 
of the library much more extensive than is the case where 
the library is in a smaller community and unrelated to a 
university. 

O. Is he entitled to a tax reduction from his gift? 

Mr. BucHe_en. Not at all. 

QO. Does the President plan to make his post-Presiden- 
tial headquarters in this library, his business offices, or will 
he maintain a personal staff there? 

Mr. Bucuen. I think it is under one of the acts that it 
is provided that an office for the President should be in- 
cluded in such a library. I doubt that he would make that 
his pr'=cival office, but it would be available to him or his 
agents for the purpose of doing research there at the 
collection. And, of course, if he is in the vicinity of Ann 
Arbor it would be his headquarters. 

ReEporTER. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The news conference began at 2:05 p.m. in the Briefing 
Room at the White House. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 

press release. 


The White House also released the following fact sheet on the 
same day: 


Fact SHEET 


Present Deeps PAprrs To THE UNrrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


President Ford has donated the papers and other historical ma- 
terials of his years in public life to the Federal Government for 
preservation in the State of Michigan. 


I. MatertaL Donatep TO THE UNrrep STATES 


A. Scope and Content. By his deed, President Ford gives to the 
United States all of his papers, documents, correspondence, notes, 
books, and other publications, photographs, films, recordings, works 
of art, and similar historical materials that relate to his candidacy 
for and election or appointment to public office, including his service 
as a Member of Congress, Vice President, and President, and to 
his other political and public activities since 1948. The g‘ft includes 
papers documenting President Ford’s service in Congress which are 


Volume 12—Number 51 





1718 PRESIDEMTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


now deposited at the University of Michigan. The gift excludes 
certain personal papers and possessions, such as those President Ford 
received from his family. In the future, the President may give 
additional materials to the Government under terms of this agree- 
ment. 


B. Estimated Volume. 


Materials relating to congressional service________ 
Vice-Presidential service 
Presidential service 


625 cu. fi.* 
230 cu. ft. 
10, 500 cu. ft. 








Total 11, 355 cu. ft. 


*A cubic foot of documentary material contains from 2,000 to 
2,500 pieces of paper. 





II. Partres TO THE AGREEMENT 


A. President Ford conveys to the United States for deposit in the 
national archival system the materials described above, and disposes 
of his rights, title, and interest in the materials in accordance with 
the conditions described below. 

B. The Archivist of the United States accepts the materials on 
behalf of the United States and pledges to maintain and administer 
them in accordance with the conditions specified, and further agrees 
to maintain and operate a Pres‘dential archival depository, subject 
to the completion of the legal requirements of the Presidential Li- 
braries Act (44 U.S.C. 2107-08). 

C. The President of the University of Michigan agrees to provide 
facilities for temporary storage of the archival materials and to 
make the university’s best efforts to raise the necessary funds for and 
accomplish the design and construction of an archival facility. 


III. Conprrions or THE AGREEMENT 


1. Division of materials. The Ford historical materials are to be 
divided into two collections: The archival collection, consisting of 
papers, records, photographs, illustrations, sound and video record- 
ings, and other archival materials, is to be located in a facility.on 
a campus of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, Michigan; 
and the museum collection, comprising all other items and objects 
of an historical, artistic, or commemorative value, is to ‘be located 
in a facility to be provided in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Togettiér, 
the two facilities will constitute the Presidential archival depository. 

2. Temporary storage. Until permanent facilities are provided at 
Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids, either or both collections may be 
temporarily stored in appropriate facilities at the University of 
Michigan or at other locations determined by the Archivist. 

3. Processing. Processing by U.S. Government archivists is to be- 
hes as soon as possible after the relocation of the materials to Ann 

Arbor, Michigan, and is aimed at providing early public access. 

4. Access to the materials. 

a. Ford materials will be administered generally in accordance 
with standards for access recently adopted by the Society of Ameri- 
can Archivists which call for equal terms of access, promulgation of 
—— and reasonable terms of restrictions upon access and use. 

b. The Ford materials are to be available to him and, with his 
permission, to former members of his staff who may have authored 
or otherwise contributed to the materials. 

c. The Ford materials will be made available for current official 
business of the incumbent President and specified members of his 
White House staff, provided that certain conditions are met and 
assurances to observe stated restrictions are made. 

d. Subject to any right, defenses, or privileges which the Govern- 
ment or any organization or person might invoke, the materials will 
be available to subpoena or other lawful process. 

e. The Ford materials are to be reviewed and the following cate- 
gories closed in accordance with provisions of the law: 


(i) Material relating to personal, family, and confidential 
business affairs. 


(ii) Material relating to investigations, appointments, and 
personnel matters. 

(iii) Material involving communications made in confidence 
to Gerald R. Ford or between his advisers. 


(iv) Material that might be used to harass or injure any 
living person or to interfere with a person’s right of privacy 
or right of association. 

(v) Material prohibited from disclosure by a Federal statute. 

(vi) Material which might prejudice foreign relations or 
adversely affect national security. 

(vii) Materials that are security-classified pursuant to law or 
Executive order. 

f. Material falling under restriction shall not continue to be closed 
beyond January 20, 1990, a period of 13 years, except for materials 
that continue to be protected by law or Executive order, and par- 
ticular materials identified by the director of the library to require 
further restriction under then existing circumstances. Further, any 
of the restricted materials may be opened at an earlier date if the 
basis for restricting them is no longer applicable. 

5. Literary property rights. President Ford conveys to the United 
States any literary property rights that he may have in the unpub- 
lished portions of the donated materials, but he reserves copyright 
in works he has already published or may publish in the future. 

6. Executory interest in the University. President Ford’s convey- 
ance provides that, should the United States not abide by the terms 
and restrictions of his deed as determined by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, possession of the materials, including all rights, title, 
and interest therein, shall be transferred to and vest in the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. 

7. Presidential and congressional privilege. The conveyance does 
not affect any rights or obligations that a President or a former 
President, Vice President, or Member of Congress may have to 
assert and enforce any applicable privilege with respect to con- 
fidential portions of the materials. 


IV. Completion OF THE PLAN 


The University of Michigan plans to construct a building on a 
campus of the University at Ann Arbor which it will offer to the 
Government for use as an archival depository for President Ford’s 
papers and other historical materials. In Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
local civic organizations are expected to donate to the Government 
a suitable building to house the museum collection and exhibits. 
The Administrator of General Services is authorized to accept such 
offers of facilities after he has submitted a report to Congress and 
observed a 60-day waiting period or received congressional approval 
of his plan. His report to Congress must include: 

—a description of land, building. and equipment offered as a gift 
or made available for use as a Presidential archival depository. 

—a statement of terms of the proposed agreement, if any, for use 
of land, buildings, and equipment. 

—a description of papers, documents, and other historical ma- 
terials to be housed in the proposed depository. 

—an estimate of annual cost to the Government to operate the 
depository. 


V. Backcrounp 


1. Every President has had to arrange for the disposition of his 
Presidential papers and other historical materials. Most early Presi- 
dents removed them as private property; their heirs, in some cases, 
donated or sold them to the United States. The Library of Congress 
has 23 collections of Presidential papers. Other collections are in 
private repositories. 

2. Modern Presidents from Herbert Hoover to Lyndon Johnson, 
acting pursuant to applicable law, have deposited their papers with 
the National Archives for administration in a system of Presidential 
libraries. In each case, however, the final transfer of title to the 
United States was not completed until after the death of the Presi- 
dent. Richard Nixon’s Presidential materials are in custody of the 
U.S. Government as a result of congressional enactment of the 
Presidential Recordings and Materials Preservation Act. Former 
President Nixon is currently challenging the constitutionality of that 
act in the Supreme Court. 

3. Presidential library programs include provisions of research 
services, presentation of historical exhibits, acquisition of additional 
historical materials and printed items, publication activities, convo- 
cation of scholarly meetings and conferences, and conduct of oral 
history programs. 
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4. During fiscal years 1976, over 14 million persons visited the 
Presidential library museums, and over 6,000 visits were made by 
researchers to the Presidential archives. 

5. Presidential libraries now hold more than 112 million pages of 
documents and 6 million feet of motion picture film. _. 

6. Locations of these facilities: 

Herbert Hoover Library, West Branch, Iowa 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, New York 
Harry S. Truman Library, Independence, Missouri 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library, Abilene, Kansas 
John F. Kennedy Library, Waltham, Massachusetts* 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Austin, Texas 

* Temporary quarters in the Federal Records Center pending 
completion of the Kennedy Library building on the Harbor Campus 
of the University of Massachusetts. 


Emergency Livestock Feed Assistance 


Statement by the President on His Action To Protect 
Threatened Livestock. December 15, 1976 


This past summer and fall, several States—primarily 
in the Midwest—suffered a severe drought which caused 
major reductions in the amount of feed grains produced 
and available for livestock feeding. Because our livestock 
producers had been adversely affected, the Department 
of Agriculture took steps to provide drought-stricken 
farmers with oats from the Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion reserve stocks under its Emergency Livestock Feed 
Program. However, the stocks reserved by the Corpora- 
tion for emergency livestock feed have now been ex- 
hausted, and no further orders for emergency livestock 
feed are being processed by the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Because this situation poses an immediate and serious 
threat to a major segment of our national livestock in- 
dustry, I have today directed the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the Administrator of the Federal Disaster Assistance 
Administration (FDAA) to cooperate in providing emer- 
gency livestock feed assistance payments to protect our 


threatened livestock. This assistance program will be ad- 
ministered by USDA and funded by FDAA. This action, 
which I am taking today pursuant to my authority under 
the PL 93-288 grant assistance program, will assist live- 
stock producers to make emergency purchases of feed 
grains and hay. Initially, this assistance will be provided 
to producers in South Dakota, Minnesota, and Wiscon- 
sin, whose Governors have already requested the assist- 
ance, but it is expected that additional States where I 
have declared emergencies during 1976 due to the 
drought may become eligible for assistance. As a result 
of today’s action, I am confident that our threatened live- 
stock will be protected until next summer, when new 
grain crops become available. 


Great Britain’s Economic 
Recovery Program 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
December 15, 1976 


The United States is very pleased with the economic 
program presented today by the British Government and 
with the agreement reached between Britain and the 
International Monetary Fund. 


The President has consistently been a strong supporter 
of the United Kingdom’s efforts to achieve stable eco- 
nomic recovery and of the courageous actions the British 
Government is taking in this direction. The measures an- 
nounced today and the agreement reached between 
Britain and the International Monetary Fund are major 
steps toward a stronger and more stable British economy, 
which is important both to the British people and to the 
entire world. 





THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT OF PEACE 


The President’s Remarks Before Lighting the National Community Christmas 


Tree. December 16, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Thank you, Mr. Dixon. Mr. Ambassador, 
Secretary Kleppe, M.yor Washington, Director Everhardt, distinguished 


guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


As our Bicentennial Year comes to a close, it is especially appropriate 
to gather once more around the traditional symbol of family ties and 
friendly reunions, our Nation’s Christmas tree. 
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In doing so, we combine our year-long celebration of historical 
events with a personal rededication to timeless values. The message of 
Christmas has not changed over the course of 20 centuries. Peace on 
earth, good will towards men—that message is as inspiring today as it 
was when it was first proclaimed to the shepherds near Bethlehem. It 
was first proclaimed, as we all know, then. 

In 1976, America has been blessed with peace and a significant 
restoration of domestic harmony. But true peace is more than an 
absence of battle. It is also the absence of prejudice and the triumph 
of understanding. Brotherhood among all peoples must be the solid 
cornerstone of lasting peace. It has been a sustaining force for our Nation, 
and it remains a guiding light for our future. 

The celebration of the birth of Jesus is observed on every conti- 
nent. The customs and traditions are not always the same, but feelings 
that are generated between friends and family members are equally 
strong and equally warm. 

In a few moments, I will turn the switch that lights up our national 
Christmas tree. As beautiful as that tree is, it will be only a symbol if 
its light is not matched by the glow of love in our hearts. It is my per- 
sonal prayer on this Christmas of 1976 that the tree which I light tonight 
is only the beginning, that each of you will also light a flame of love—love 
that is reflected in the eyes of all our brothers and sisters across the Nation 
and around the world. 

Now, Betty joins me in wishing you all a very, very Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year. Thank you, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. before lighting the National Community 
Christmas Tree on the Ellipse with the help of Girl Scout Janice Sween, representing 
the Girl Scout Council of the Nation’s Capital, and Boy Scout Keith Dion Baker, 
representing the Boy Scouts of America. In his opening remarks, the President referred 
to John W. Dixon, president, Christmas Pageant of Peace, Inc., Ambassador Guil- 
lermo Sevilla-Sacasa, dean of the diplomatic corps, Thomas S. Kleppe, Secretary of 
the Interior, Walter E. Washington, mayor of the District of Columbia, and Gary 
Everhardt, Director of the National Park Service. 
The President’s remarks were broadcast live on radio and television. 





OPEC Oil Price Increase 


fications and ignoring the destructive consequences of 
their actions, chose to take a course which can only be 
termed irresponsible. 

The United States has joined with many other nations 
in an international effort to improve the quality and de- 
gree of global cooperation. The prosperous world which 
we and other nations seek, in the interest of developed 
and developing nations alike, depends on a sense of shared 


Statement by the President on the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ Decision To Raise the 
Price of oil. December 17, 1976 


We deeply regret OPEC’s decision to raise, once again, 


the price of oil. We very much appreciate the efforts of 
those OPEC members, particularly Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, whose sense of international 
responsibility and concern for the adverse impact of an 
oil price increase on the world economy led them to ad- 
vocate restraint and to refuse to go along with the increase 
proposed by the others. Unfortunately, however, the ma- 
jority of OPEC members, citing artificial economic justi- 


responsibility. This requires that nations avoid actions 
which harm one another. It requires that every country 
understand that, in an interdependent world, shortsighted 
actions, however seemingly attractive in the near-term, 
can have long-term consequences detrimental to its pros- 
perity and to that of all other countries. It requires a 
common commitment to the well-being of all peoples and 
special sensitivity to the plight of the world’s poorest 
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societies. The decision of the OPEC majority clearly does 
not meet such standards of international responsibility. 

For our part, this latest price increase can only serve as 
a sharp reminder for all Americans of the need to take 
urgent action to strengthen our conservation efforts and 
develop new sources of energy in order to reduce our 
dependence. And it must serve as a reminder to all oil- 
consuming nations of the need to work closely together to 
reduce our reliance on imported oil and our vulnerability 
to arbitrary OPEC decisions. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 

December 11 

The President met with his advisers to discuss the report 
of the Commission on Executive, Legislative, and Judicial 
Salaries. 

In the evening, the President hosted a dinner for the 
Secretary of Defense, the Service Secretaries, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and the Commanders of the Unified 
Commands. 

December 13 

The President met at the White House with Beverly 
Sills, national chairman, and Robbie Zastavny, of Moores- 
town, N.J., the 1977 March of Dimes Poster Child. 

The President met with the Economic Policy Board. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 
Franx G. Zars as Administrator of the Federal Energy Adminis- 

tration, effective upon a date to be determined; 


Norman R. AuGusTINE as Under Secretary of the Army, effec- 
tive January 4, 1977; 
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Harotp L. BrownMan as an Assistant Secretary of the Army, ef- 
fective December 31, 1976; 

James M. Su tttvan, Jr., as United States Attorney for the North- 
ern District of New York, effective December 3, 1976; and 

Sot Moser as an Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, effective January 1, 1977. 


December 14 

The President held separate meetings with the Repub- 
lican congressional leadership and the Democratic con- 
gressional leaders at the White House. 

The White House announced that the President has 
asked Dean Burch to serve as his private counsel for post- 
Presidential activities. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the President pre- 
sented the “D” award to John Swearingen, chairman of 
the board of Standard Oil of Indiana, for his contribu- 
tions to developing nations. 


December 15 

The President met at the White House with the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Economic Policy Board. 

The President met with the National Security Council. 

Chief Justice Warren E. Burger met with the Presi- 
dent at the White House. 

The President hosted a Christmas party at the White 
House for members of the press corps. 


December 16 

The President met with his Committee on Science and 
Technology and representatives of the scientific and engi- 
neering community to discuss the 1978 fiscal year research 
and development budget. 


December 17 

The President met at the White House with Senator 
Carl T. Curtis, of Nebraska. 

The President has accepted the resignation of John L. 
Ganley as Deputy Director of ACTION, effective Decem- 
ber 31, 1976. 

The President hosted a Christmas party at the White 
House for members of the White House staff. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 1, 1976, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 4, 1977. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released December 16, 1976 

News conference: following his meeting with 
the President on the 1978 fiscal year budget 
for scientific research and development— 
by Dr. H. Guyford Stever, Director of the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
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ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed by 
the s‘cond session of the 94th Congress on 
October 22, 1976 (see 12 Weekly Comp. Pres. 
Docs., pp. 1562, 1632). The first session of 
the 95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, 
January 4, 1977. 
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Gen. George S. Brown, comments.... 1543 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin....... 1447 
1453, 1491 
Sinai agreements._.......-....---.-.-- 1545 
RE. DONG cccccwecsectinnnnneenedl 145i, 


1453, 1491, 1507, 1513, 1545, 1546 
Italian-American Bicentennial Com- 
missio 





DP. cdicndandsncacededancit 1487 
Italy 
Ambasador to U.S.-.......---.-.--... 1488 
Minister of Foreign Affairs......... 1429 
US. Ambassador to...........-....- 1701 
Visit of Prime Minister Guilio 
And@recttl ... 2d tine 1688, 1697, 1700 
James, Gen. Daniel “Chappie,” Jr...--- 1571 
Japan 
Ambassador to U.S...........--.-..- 1706 
Hiemerer Mivehtte..........ss5ias 1453 
Prime Minister Takeo Miki.......... 1706 
CR ee 1453 
Jarman, Revr. John_.......-...-.-.-. 1478 
Javits, Sen. Jacob K............. 1492-1494, 
1499, 1500, 1554, 1631, 1856, 1658-1660, 
1662, 1688 
Jaworski, Leon... 1419 
Gaweon,. M60y Wh. sksiiwnsnnnctesiase~. 1680 


paign 
Jewish Press Association, American.... 1513 
Jews 
Arab boycott of American busi- 
mgeses <<. ..2<...- 1457, 1461, 1463, 1491 
Business leaders and rabbis, meeting 


John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 


forming Arts, Board of Trustees... 1444 
John FP. Kennedy International Air- 
SR IS cur sncscmars<-agiere tinea 1552, 1560 
Johnson, Thera C_............... 1411, 1430 
Johnston, Sen. J. Bennett. ...........-. 1678 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Chairman-_-...... 1539, 
1543, 1568, 1569 
- tel aT tale llta te hor eaninawren cat 6 1522, 1523 
Jones & Laughlin Steel Plant, Pa__...- 1608 
Jova, Joseph J. ..............-.. . 1688, 1693 
Judicial Salaries. Commission « . Ex- 
ecutive. Legislative, and__...... 1428, 1696 
Justice, Department of 
See also specific constituent agencies 
Antitrust Division............. 1423, 1424 
Assistant Attorney General, Tux 
NEED iittincctikadantcaceceuceditl 1706 





vili 


Justice Department—Continued 
Attorney General 1403, 
1486, 1543, 1567, 1615 
Civil rights legislation, enforcement. 1571 
Drug Enforcement Administration... 1680 
Federal Prison Industries, Incorpo- 
rated TTS yf 
Office of Watergate Special Prosecu- 
tion Force, Special Prosecutor..... 1417- 
1419, 1506, 1508, 1610, 1511, 1515, 1567 
United States Parole Commission.... 1706 
Juvenile delinquency. 











Kelley, Clarence M 
Kemp, Repr. Jack F. 
Kennedy, John F., Center for the Per- 

forming Arts. 
Kennedy, John F., International Air- 











Kent County, Mich., Republican Com- 
mittee 1417-1420 
Kentucky, President’s travel_......_-- 1639 








King County International Airport, 


minney, Harry E 

Kinney, John 

Kissinger, Henry A Brg 
1441, a 1455, 1466, 1678, 1688, 1693 


1631 

















New York labor leaders, meeting with 
the President. 





mittee 
Lambert International Field, Mo 
Land Heritage Program, Bicentennial__ 1408- 
1410 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
1 1408, 1409, 1430, 1570 





1642, 
1643, 1665, 1667, 1668 


Law enforcement. See Crime and law 
enforcement 
Law Enforcement Assistance Adminis- 
tration 
Career criminal program 
Deputy Administrator for Policy De- 
velopment 


1401 


1694 
1477, 1479 
1429 








1617 
1458, 1578 
assassination of US. em- 





League of Women Voters 
Lebanon, 





1488 
1492, 1496 
Legacy of "Parks program.... 1641, 1660, 1691 
Legislative, and Judicial Salaries, Com- 
1428, 1696 
er =~ stay Branch Appropriation Act, 
1977 Peete 








Lenz, Paul A 





President’s Personal Representative 
to independence ceremonies 
U.S. Ambassador to 


Letters, Messages, Telegrams 


See also Congress, Communications 
to; Memorandums to Federal 
Agencies; Veto Messages and Mem- 
orandums of Disapproval 

Death of Andre Malraux, message to 
French President Valéry Giscard 
d@’Estaing 

Jimmy Carter, telegram 

National Newspaper Carrier Day, 1976, 





sage - 

1980 Winter Olympics, letter to Lord 
Killanin, President, Internatfonal 
Olympic Committee 











Libraries and Information _Betenes, 
National Commission on 

Library of Medicine, National 

Lincoln, Ill-_ 

Lindberg, George 

Livestock Credit Act, Emergency, ex- 
tension 

Livestock industry 
Cattlemen, meeting with the Presi- 

dent 








Municipal waste water treatment 

plant construction, guarantees____ 
Rural Electrification Administra- 
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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
| of the United States 


GERALD R. FORD, 1974 


The volume contains public messages and statements, verbatim 
transcripts of the President’s news conferences, addresses, and remarks, 
and other selected papers released by the White House from August 9 
through December 31, 1974. 

Examples of items included in the volume are: the President’s 
remarks on taking office; messages to the Congress outlining legislative 
priorities ; remarks concerning the economy and conferences on inflation ; 
documents relating to the President’s clemency decisions; campaign 
appearances prior to the 1974 elections; and statements made by the 
President during his 8-day trip to Japan, the Republic of Korea, and the 
Soviet Union. 

Also included is @ collection of color photographs covering events 
during the President’s first 5 months in office. 

The 841-page clothbound volume, fully indexed, is available to the 
public at $16 per copy. 

Similar volumes are available covering the administrations of 
Presidents: Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and the 
first 2 years of President Hoover. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. 











